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ABSTRACT

In his widely celebrated poem The Waste Land (192@mas Stearns Eliot, the Nobel laureate, pictuhes
spiritual downfall of the modern world and delinesitthe capitalist canon on the rise. People of ¢éhisare trapped into
the materialistic quicksand that makes them totaifrile and hollow. Consequently, traditional leddi like Christianity
have been replaced bycapitalism. The lack of sility, Eliot asserts, makes the modern man lusthd robotic where
people are haunted by animal-like sex and deadéyadutine-bound life. Eliot's modern human livasan age which is
chaotic and horrible at large and is caused by nmaade war. The war creates refugees and maternafoecrgenocide to
grab the natural resources and leads the ecosystemdestructive and fragile state. Eliot's moratlgcayed men are
alienated not only from themselves but also fromftiends and society they belong. Eliot also shtvese horrifying
condition in his poems like “The Hollow Men” and &ontion” to indicate spiritual emptiness, “Sweeamong the
Nightingales” to describe lust and “The Love SorfgloAlfred Prufrock” for the depiction of alienati of the modern
inhabitants. In The Waste Land, there are recurrantl crucial themes such as spiritual dryness, aeperversion,
money making war, capitalism, lack of eco-sensjtisis well as isolation which have been focusedlgt in a vivid
manner. This paper aims at exploring the spiritbairenness caused by the capitalist economy, mézdiasex, and war,
and unveils how modern man destroys the ecosystepndfit and power keeping the spiritual issuesibd as well. This
research also investigates how Eliot presents nmodsgvilization in quest of spiritual solace and d& the path of

emancipation in this poem.
KEYWORDS:Spiritual Barrenness, Mechanical Sex, War, Caystali Ecocriticism, Alienation
INTRODUCTION

The collapse of spirituality and tradition make® tmodern world sterile, lustful, and money orientédis
obvious that materialistic attitude and spirituyatiannot stay in an identical room. This curneaper vividly depicts the
prevalent maladies of the modern civilization refiéel inThe Waste Landf T.S. Eliot. Eliot rightly traces the crisestbf
modern man deadened by robotic and routinized Tifethe waste landers, capitalism is the religiod as a result, they
belittle the moral lessons of Christianity. Benetis situation, people become either wholly ogéy sexually perverse,

religiously and spiritually arid, economically mgnand warmonger as well as mentally alienated.

Impact Factor(JCC): 3.7985 - This article can be dowabtied fromwww.impactjournals.us




[ 394 Md. Rezaul Karih

More importantly, Eliot avouches that the dead didrhs no eco-concern and like the proletariatethéronment
tolerates cruel treatment caused by the bourgeaiety (as indicated by oil and tar on the rived déine departure of the
good nymphs from the sweet Thames). Since moddnydare obsessed with earthly gains, they puensoncern on
profit and loss. According to Marxist ideology, oworld is “either wholly or largely conditioned liye way the economy
is organized” (Bertens, 2001, p. 82). So envirortaleiesues have the least value to them whilec#pitalist economy is

on the rise.

In the poem, in order to show the spiritual drynddmt focuses that April month is assumed as lcwleereas
winter is warm to the waste landers. But the reasitdifferent. Actually, a soul which is alreadgrken or dead cannot
taste the moral and spiritual values. Accordingetimt, modern men are hollow men and indifferenttiie bells of 9
O'clock, the time of Crucifixion of Jesus ChristutBthey are busy with their dull routinized workdagather on the
‘London Bridge’. The church is left empty which Hascome only the wind home. So is the conditiothef2(-century
modern society. Accordingly, mechanical sex hapgdmethe want of morality is also pervasive in geem of Eliot. He
uses mythological figure, Tiresias, as an obsetwannveil the animal-like sex of the wasteland. Mtihe portrayal of
Bilandona, the typist girl, the businessman of @snnon-street Hotel and the lady, Eliot descrilbesdarnal sex of the
machine age. And in this corrupted society womk@ Bilandona feels estranged and sex has beconwynzeroutine to
her (modern man). The prevalence of the sexuatuafeon is contextually traced by J.H. Timmerman section Il “A

Game of Chase” that “lust burns from the uppersciasmen to pub women” (Bloom, 2011, p. 158)

This study indicates the aftermath of World WasIveell that has been significantly noted by Eliothie poem.
Eliot delineates the horrors and turbulence of lamentioning Albert as an army of the war, refuggd@mentation of the
mothers for their dead children and the corpseithatiried in the garden. All these chaos of theleno world are created
politically by the capitalist economy to occupy ural resources and power and this is why “Clausewigwed war as a
political instrument” (Miller, 2012). Therefore is clear that in the capitalist economy women (fst), wine (for
merriment drunk by the business boss) and war ¢fabbing natural resources and destroying ecosystmm

indispensable parts of the moneyed men devoididfisgity.
DISCUSSIONS

With the arrival of modern science and the pubigabf Darwin’s theory of evolution traditional rgious beliefs
start dying and modern civilization has becomeitsily and morally dead. Eliot depicts this spidt disease in the way
that God is dead to the waste landers as Nietzsghdy remarks that “the death of God must lietla center of all
modern man’s thinking” (Coote, 1985, p. 85). Hdre tleath of God shows the death of religious bélia¥ine, 1984, p.
324). So fruitless condition of the 2@entury people is prevalent in the poem caughEbgt and for this Madame
Sosostris’s tarot pack of cards does not beardsigniony of the ‘Hanged Man’ or Christ but it iRk that shows the
faithless state of the modern man:
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And here is the one-eyed merchant, and this card
Which isblank is something he carries on his back
Which | am forbidden to see. | do not find

The Hanged Maif52-55, emphasis mine)

Now tradition has lost its sanctity and people do Imear it any more. With this connection, W.B. ¥&auttering can be
merged properly as, Yeats asserts, in “The Secamdil®@” that the Falcon (modern man) does not olieyfalconer
(tradition).

London city is called ‘unreal’ by Eliot becauseitsfspiritual hollowness of the city dwellers whagmal has been
dimmed and lost in ‘rats’ alley’ and they are usedmaintaining their daily work forgetting the peaytime and God.

Innumerable dead souls aimlessly gather on the dioiBtidge showing indifference to God. The scengripictured:
Unreal city
Under the brown fog of winter dawn
A crowd flowed ovetLondon Bridgeso many
I had not thoughtleathhad undone so many (60-63, emphasis mine)

‘London Bridge’ is the embodiment of the wastelamdl the word‘death’ shows the spiritual degradatibthe modern

man. Thus London, indirectly the whole modern sitigas become Dante’s hell as Coote contextuatlsno
“The commuters of modern London are seen as thealgat of Dante’s
Spiritual death in thénferna London is a version of Hell (Coote, 1985, p. 31).

The Londoners (modern people) are living as lifeléath. They are physically living like Ancient Nfger in “The Rime

of Ancient Mariner” composed by S.T. Coleridge vdiso loses his spiritual urging and kills the Atoas, part of nature.

“Eliot was a religious poet from the day he wasrb(inchliffe, 1987, p.10).” In this degeneratedida Eliot
observes, only hollow men live and this theme s dbcused in his poem “The Hollow Men”. They havghdrawn
themselves from God’s home and it becomes vachatenvonly air is visible. “There is an empty chapally the wind’s
home/ It has no widows, and the door wings” (389)3®hilip Larkintoo writes in the same vein in Ipisem “Church
Going” that want of religious belief of the peopiakes the church empty and desolate. In this &tk of the church

reminds the comment of Timmerman:

'M.H. Abrams, The Norton Anthology of English Literatuteole.2, &' ed.). (New York: W.W.Norton & Company. Inc. 199%).2147-2156. All

subsequent references to the text are from thimedind indicated in the paper only by respediive numbers within brackets.
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“It is a wasteland out of control. To the moderme dige Grail,
the representation of Christ's passion and sheodblis reduced
to the empty chapel, only the wind’s home ( Blo@®11, p. 165).”

As a result, Eliot's waste landers see April malith a bad omen, though it is the sign of rejutem and winter, the
fragile season, is good to them: “Winter kept usnwa(5). They have actually become blind in ternigedigion. This is
because out of this stony land spirituality is aengightmare. Eliot shows the same view with therpgal of Gerontion
in the poem “Gerontion” where he wants rain in ting season that is impossible to happen. Sucheisitihation of the

modern time which is in the darkness of faithlessne

Mechanical or animal-like sex is pervasiveTihe Waste LandSexual issues are also part of spirituality and
religion. There should be coherence and unityiwithe spirits. But in this modern age sexual aciéne in a robotic
way. Eliot through Tiresias reveals what happenthexmodern bed as “Tiresias have foresufferedEadlcted on this
same divan or bed (243-244). Lust is an inseparadnteof the modern couple. Eliot shows that Bilama is no more with

her lover spiritually while having sexual interceer Sex has become a routine that has to be enacted
“Hardly awareof her departed lover /
Her brain allows one half thought to pass /
Well nowthat's done and I'm gladit’s over” (250-252, emphasis mine)

Carnal desire has taken the place of spirituathtteent. This sexual obsession is crucially mentianehis poem
“Sweeny among the Nightingales”. It is seen that&uy is extremely lustful. He used to have sex withNightingales
(prostitutes) and it is a daily routine for him.uEh in the modern era “there is no sense of joyloeie and no love — sex is
merely a routine” (Coote,1985, p. 82). The sim#éanorality is found between Mearsault and Marie, tiyygst, in The
Outsiderby Albert Camus while they are enjoying swimmingd amaintaining live together but there remains oxel

rather mechanical sex. Consequently, they arediiirthe spiritual hollowness.

In The Waste Landsliot subtly uses allusions and myths to juxtapth&eancient sexual issues with the modern
carnal desire. Eliot portrays the story of Philomdio was raped forcibly by the barbarous king, Tisrand she was

transformed into Nightingale whose sexual songilisveiced in the modern air:
The change of Philomel, by the barbarous king
Sorudely forced yet there the nightingale
And still she cried, and stilthe world pursues
Jug Jugto the dirty ears (99- 104, emphasis mine)

But what Bilandona does while her lover is havieg with her. There is no response from her andesddver finds her

passive and indifferent. Everything is done withaltictance:
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If undesired,

Flushed and decided, he assaults at once;

Exploring hands encountap defense

His vanity require®o response

And makes a welcome ofdifference(238-242, emphasis mine)

This is the robotic and machine-like sex propounbdgdliot, and so does Earnest Hemingway'ire Sun Also
Rises.Hemingway’s Lady Brett Ashley is the counterparttliit sexual extremism as she makes love with niariiie
novel whom she wants to. There is another referaicsexual perversion in the poem with the indmatof Saint
Augustine’s Carthage mentioned Gonfessionsvritten by Augustine where he is sexually lustfudahe Carthage has
become an inferno due to lack of spiritual bindivith God. Therefore, most of the allusions and reytiThe Waste Land

focus the sexual perversity with the juxtapositidnhe modern world:
“the modern world is a wasteland devastated, byafraord spiritual
wounds that have affected its representative orgad<reative
function, giving a central image of sexual steyilis a foundation for
all the metaphorical allusions in the poem (Hiné®}i1987, p. 19).”

Besides, Eliot brings the sexual wilfulness witle thotation of the businessman at the Cannon Sttettl that shows
again the bourgeois society who needs women far ¢aenal enjoyment. Where there is a money makingjness, there

is a hotel (brothel) for the businessman to getréained.

The horrors of war in the #0century is another prominent themeTine Waste LancEliot crucially depicts the
money-oriented World War | which is the creatotwbulent and chaotic living for the modern habisaihe hazardous
state is mentioned this way that shelterless pebpleoming refugees are wandering, as happens tee®av The
Caretakerby Harold Pinter. Davies has lost his documentsdomicile because of war. Even mothers are criongheir
dead children in the poem and uncertain bombingchea the sleep of man and makes the ease and Indays

troublesome:
What is the sound high in the air
Murmur of the maternal lamentation
Who are those hooded hordes swarming
Over the endless plains stumbling in cracked g&@fi-370)

The bourgeois capitalist economy creates this timas war thinking that the more war is, the moredpiction of atomic
energy and the more production means the moret finaffiless spirituality and humanity. This warmongeople contain
less spirituality remarked by Lavine that “The drop of World War |1 finally destroyed the belief ime continuing
progress of civilization toward truth and freedopeace and prosperity which the Enlightenment hatefed (Lavine,
1984, p. 326).” The morbidity of capitalism makbe modern man unheard the religious lessons anithioreason, they
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go on killing the innocent mass while it is forbaidto kill a man inThe Noble Korathat to kill a man is to kill the whole

humanity:
“He who slayth anyone, unless it is a person guaiftmanslaughter,
or of spreading disorders in the land, shall btheagh he had
slain all mankind; but that he who saveth a lifalsbe as though
he had saved all mankind ( Surah Al Maeda, 2006).57

So it reveals that having want of spirituality amdral lessons the upper-class people create wacamihue genocide
over the man as well as land. Experiencing the nuda@pitalist war, W.B. Yeats also becomes frigietd and prays for
his daughter, Annie, in the poem “A Prayer for Mgughter”. Yeats is worried whether his daughter sanvive in this

war-torn world.

Eliot describes the aftermath of war using myttwa#l. To show the death and decadence of the matemar,
he notes the myth of Puni War between Rome anch@get (Eliot's note) and merges it with this modesar. The war
creates innumerable deaths and makes thousan@eplepyvounded: “You who were with me in the shipigtae! / That
corpse you planted last year in your garden” (70-The modern world distorted by war becomes degaee and filled
with corpses cluttering here and there. The detiastaf war indeed makes people castrated as Idllastful like Albert
in the poem. By Albert's home-coming from war, Eliadicates his carnal desire whereas Lil has becgexually
unwelcoming. As a result, this barren state ofrhdly not make Albert sexually happy and he will lgenefitted by other
women: “He’s been in the army four years, he wangood time /And if you don't give it to him, theage others will”
(148-149). In the same manner, Gross tells us ¢geadled condition of war trouble society that warders “men either
impotent or brutally lustful and women either hyigteor frigidly acquiescent” (Hinchliffe, 1987, 86). This similar issue
is also portrayed by Hemingway ithe Sun Also Risashere Jack Barness is shown as an impotent maseddwy war.
This is not the end of war effect rather it alsstd®ys the culture and tradition, the eminent pgrad, of the European

civilization:
Falling towers
Jerosalem Athens Alexandria
Vienna London
Unreal (374-377)

Capitalism and war go together. Shortly after theluktrial Revolution modern minds get routinizedd an
mobilized for-profit hunting simultaneously and owito this situation private ownerships and engapurship become
high. “Capitalism is an economic system based emptivate ownership of the means of productiontaed operation for
profit” (Gilpin). Eliot points out this scenario ifhe Waste Lantb show the hurry of the businessman for pursuiogey
who actually believes in the capitalist economy. @gturing Mr. Eugenides, the Smyrna merchant, tElicuses the

hypocrisy, lust and bourgeois economy of the moéean
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Unreal city

Under the brown fog of winter noon

Mr. Eugenides, the Smyrna merchant

Unshaven, with a pocket full @lrrents

C.i.f. London:Documentsat sight

Asked me in demotic French

To luncheon at th€annon Street Hot€R07-213, emphasis mine)

Thus, the very money oriented and lustful purpssesflected here. The ‘Cannon Street Hotel’ iseh@odiment of both
sexual perversity and business meeting. A modern lk& Gregor Samsa iThe Metamorphosi®f Franz Kafka
experiences the weariness and boredom of maintpanidull routine and it is caused by his boss atpent of capitalism,
who knows only work, not the human passion, thatesa money. The modern economic system, accotdittarari, will

not last ‘a single day’ if the bourgeois societysf&o believe in capitalism’ (Harari, 2014, p.@)?2

Capitalist creed is also visible at the edge ofrtier Thames. Once it was a good place for theeggmass and
good nymphs but in the modern age, it has becomlace for business meeting and picnic spot forviaste landers
where modern products like sandwich papers, empttyels and cigarette ends are found on the rivéirthase elements

reflect the aristocratic society who controls thede of production of the state following the foefst of capitalism:
The river bears(d no empty bottlessandwichpapers
Silk handkerchiefs, cardboard boxegarette ends
Or other testimony acfummer nightThe nymphs are departed
And their friends, the loitering heirs of
City directors(176-180, emphasis and addition mine)

To show this rise of commercialism and consumeiidiot brings Lil's example that for becoming sméot her husband
Lil should buy modern cosmetics advised by hemftielt is the hegemony of capitalist class wheseases are spread
among the people so that they would buy the pradiacbe cured the capitalist industries producevMlbert’'s coming
back, make yourself a bit smart (142).” To be smagtins to use modern cosmetics leaving naturalr dewb make the

producers more wealthy.

The spiritual death of the moneyed people is juxsad by the portrayal of Phlebas in the poem wies &ir
business purpose drowning in the sea. By the ddd®lebas, Eliot wants to assimilate the spiritledth of the capitalist

people who hanker after money. Consequently, Modern meets his spiritual dooms because of hisalegtiapproach:
“Phlebas the Phoenician, a fortniglgtad
Forget the cry of gulls, and the deep sea swell /

And theprofit and loss”(312-314, emphasis mine)
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Ecocriticism is an important aspect to discusshia article for the analysis of the impacts of waused by the
upper -class people in modern history. After thenicg of the steam engine and the modern indugt@inologies, the
environment starts to get contaminated becausevmers of the industries, lacking eco-concern, egprand suppress
both the proletariat and nature. Environmentabgts that the capitalists want more ‘natural resssirand for this they

‘cause mass extinction of animal and plant lifea(@@on, 2016, p. 41).

In The Waste LancEliot finds the modern nature like river Thamggolluted at large by the inhumane practices
showed by the capitalist canon when the industiéslelopment is going on unrestrictedly. Now Elicflsames is full of
trash and wastes, such as oil, tar, sandwich pageetera piled in it that ushers dried consciesfamodern beings about

eco-sensitivity:
The river sweats
Oil and tar
The barges drift
With the turning tide
Red sail (266-270)

Men of the age become sterile, and so does thg/gtens. Seeing this state of nature Eliot recaltslaments for
the golden past of Thames: “By the waters of Lenhaat down and wept/ Sweet Thames, run softlyl #hd my song”
(182-183). Like Eliot W.H. Auden narrates the dysitpation of nature in the poem “The Shield of Mels” in the way

that there is no sign of grass, no neighbourhaatsa nothing remains to eat and nowhere to sindow

To show the predicaments of the environment Elioids the paradigm of the Ganges, the river, ahsl tis that
the Ganges is on the way to meet its dead endnaheal world of the modern time is about to varbghthe cruel and
inconsiderable hands of materialistic society: “Kh@nges was sunken, and the limp leaves/ waitedafot (396-397).
Among the corrupted air of capitalist society, matcwannot inhale the fresh and pure wind and thiggain the
consequence of spiritual barrenness on which #search has been developed. This barren natute @nvironment is
rightly traced by eco-critic Garrard that the eastlin the ‘way to mechanistic world view' and agk nature is assumed
as ‘dead and passive to be dominated and controjiddimans’ (Garrard, 2012, p. 9). But what we a&ge after age some
poets like William Wordsworth from the west andahlananda Das from the east uphold and love nahdesiag the
greatness and hailing power of nature in theirtimgs. However, in modern time this nature or estmwy has

intentionally been profaned and led to death dewbipirituality.

In this modern wasteland, Eliot sees, people arenated from the society they inhabit. There is taen
estrangement in them and they used to maintaidlaauine that must be enacted. The lover has cantkthe beloved
wants his company feeling alienated in the poemttheitiover is indifferent. It seems they are the tohabitants of the
tow verges of a river. She calls him, though hpiss beside her, no response comes from him wsélctws the isolated

state of modern beings:
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“My nerves are bad tonight, yes bad. Stay with me
Speak to mewhy you never speak. speak” (111-112, emphagig)mi

The repetition of ‘speak’ shows that they bothiaodated in one way or another. They are livinghieir own world where
one cannot interfere other. Eliot's “The Love Sarfgd. Alfred Prufrock” is the clear indication ofienation felt by
modern man. Prufrock is afraid to disturb soclkggyhis thinking as his world is different from otkeHis indecision and
fear make him an outcast in his own society hergddo. Thus at the end of the day, modern manRikdrock is only

himself (alienated being) and there is no entrgthérs.

The robotic modern life is haunted by alienatiod arith the portrayal of Bilandona, the typist giljot makes it
clear that estrangement dwells in her (modern heinafter the departure of her lover. She is alongé room doing the

same task that every day she used to do:
When lovely woman sloops to folly and
Paces about her room agaaipne
She smoothes her hair wilutomatic hand
And put a recordon the gramophone” (253-256, emphasis mine)

So is the worst condition of the 2@entury people who have become alienated obj&tiss in the capitalist society we
all work for ‘profit’ and ‘function as objects aritbcome alienated from ourselves’ ( Bertens, 20083p What Kafka's
Gregor Samsa iThe Metamorphosifeels in the capitalist society, and so do the enodpeople.Gregor is completely
alienated from his family and society he livesoEfocuses the spiritual alienation too by indiegtan empty church that
is left by modern beings. Instead of maintainingyer in the chapel, people are busy with theirydafifairs and by doing
so they make themselves isolated from the churddpuoitual calling. As a result, the ranging of ygabells is not heard

by them and after a certain moment it (church, Gmlomes alienated itself:
“And upside down in air were towers/
Tolling reminiscenbells that kept the hours/
And voices singing out afmpty cisterns’(382-384, emphasis mine)

This is the complicated state of the modern man istestranged mentally, socially and spirituallflegted inThe Waste
Landby Eliot.

One thing must be noted that in this decayed eafilon Eliot hopefully and earnestly calls the opted,
degenerated, and spiritually dead people to follegvtradition or the religious values that can omyp emancipate the

waste landers from their evil designs set by theeriaist class:
A heap of broken images, where the sun beats a
And the dead trees give no shelter, the crickeetief
And the dry stone no sound of water, only

There is ahadowunder thiged rock(22-23, emphasis mine)
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To develop this idea he also brings the story aftSaugustine who is full of lust but after realtimn, as hisConfessions
delineates, he wants purgation to God for sin: ‘@d.thou pluckest me out” (309). John Donne alsmashthis sterile
situation in the poem “Batter My Heart, Three-Paesb God” where the speaker has become trappedvilisdeork and
by understanding his sin he laments to God and sMaistforgiveness. Seeing this troublesome eaiitit Eliggests three
virtues, Nirvana of Buddha: Datta (give), Dayadhvéympathize), and Damyata (control) and by obeyiigt's
suggestion modern men can see peace or ‘Shantivealthe world. Kahlil Gibran in his bodkhe Prophedffiliating with
Eliot also enumerates a lot of humane and peacsfués to set the universe in complacency and evbdere man will see
no chaos rather there will prevail only blissfubsario instead. So the importance of spiritualég ot a great concern in
the poem for Eliot through which men of the modera can get purgation from their degenerated agrdestondition of

spirituality.
CONCLUSIONS

To wind up, Eliot'sThe Waste Lanis the masterful creation of the twentieth-centiitgrary world that subtly
showcases the downfall of spirituality and the w$¢he materialist view of the modern world. Witle development of
science and the increase of bourgeois economy|@éepin to lose faith in religion and consequebtgome hollow and
fragile in terms of spiritualty, morality, and titidn. Eliot in his poem elicits the facets of thgghtmarish experience of
the modern society. By depicturing the absenceesfig Christ in the Tarot pack of cards, indiffeeetw the prayer time
and the empty church, Eliot reveals the spiriti@rdnness of modern humans. Eliot observes tedatk of spirituality
makes the modern minds lustful and robotic as agedl by Bilandona, the typist girl, and the bussnesn. It is also vivid
that war has undone a lot: making refugees anhgitthildren of mothers. In the capitalist econoriiipt thinks, profit
has got prime concern and thus the modern wasteedarhanker after profit-oriented business keepiregspiritual and
humane issues behind as indicated by Mr, Eugemid@®ney monger business in the poem. Living inrtizerialist
world, modern people lack eco-concern and as dtreka river Thames and Ganges are contaminatediekh man is
isolated mentally, socially and spiritually depittby Bilandona’s loneliness just after the outgoafgher lover in the
poem. All these salient features described by Hfidhe poem mak&he Waste Lands a masterpiece of modern text.
Thus, Eliot's modern beings indulge in mechanged, war and earthly gains which lead them to tsitiaridity. Beneath
this situation, Eliot advises the modern man torgjty obey and maintain the spiritual and tradiiorules that can only
be their remedies.
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